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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

A late 19th cnetury monumental public building with a very handsome 
neoclassical facade on three sides; a large solid stonemasonry edifice 
in a combination of historical styles. Its most distinctive features 
are the material, craftsmanship, and artistic design of the integral 
decoration of the monumental public spaces. 

The south end entry hall embraces a grand marble staircase of massive 
proportions rising the height of the building. This and the adjoining 
third floor humanities room are extensively and intricately inlaid with 
colorful mosaic, cosmati, and polished stone. 

Also of interest are the north staircase, the great reading rooms, and 
the GAB memorial Hall and anteroom. Rotundas in this room and the south 
end Humanities room feature large and elaborate Tiffany favrile glass 
domes. 



m 



Throughout the public spaces of the Library there are coffered ceilings m 
with rich decoration. in plaster relief, tooled or cast. 



* So far as we area aware, none of the important decorative features 
of the Library have been altered. The two large Tiffany Somes have 
been shielded overhead with opaque roofing which does not allow sky- 
lighting as originally intended, (this can be corrected). 

The exterior is completely original, without change (except for 
darkening from an urban environment). Inside, ther has been minor 
alteration and adaptation of work spaces, and some windows have been ° 
modified to permit opening of small sections. z 

Condition of . the Central Library Building is remarkably good and sound 
for a building of its age, with no visible deterioration. 

Maintenance and repair have been satisfactory, thus keeping a 
consistently good appearance inside and out. 
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commission was by J. L. Holzer, a Tiffany associate who apparently started 
the work under the aegis of Tiffany, but became independent in 1896. These 
priceless artistic features would be difficult to remove and relocate, and 
would be essentially meaningless if taken out of their present context. The 
Grand staircase, of white Carrara statuary marble (with its mosaic inlays) 
angles and curves rising to the top of the building, and a sight of mon- 
umental grandur that cannot fail to impress the viewer. 

As stated by the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the Library 
"embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type in- 
herently valuable for a study of a period of construction." It represents 
the prevailing taste of its era, and is one of very few such monumental 
public buildings remaining in this part of the United States, and the only 
one substantially unaltered by remodeling. As such, it is an excellent 
candidate for landmarks status. 

The Central Library is a product of Shepley, fiutan and Coolidge, a Boston 
architectural firm of international prestige and reputation which also 
designed the Art Institute. Chief design credit is with C.A. Coolidge, 
of the firm's Chicago Branch, and one of the foremost designers of the 
academic school in monumental American Buildings. 

Foundation engineering was by Gen. William Sooy Smith, historically 
important as a Civil War bridge engineer, and represented a significant 
architectural innovation. Smith successfully tackled the problem of 
supporting massive buildings on Chicago's great depth of mud and clay 
through the use of deep-driven log piles. Under the Library, Smith 
employed the first known use of load-testing prior to supporting the 
building. This technique was eminently successful, in that to this day 
there has been no appreciable settling of the structure. 

The Library Building, by virtue of an agreement with the Grand Army of the 
Republic at the time of its construction, houses a museum of Civil War 
memorabilia in a monumental room on the second floor, north end. This 
museum is unique now in that it is the only war memorial left in Chicago 
(other than statuary) that is maintained in a City facility. 

The land on which the Library stands is the site of the house of Chicago's 
second civilain, Jean Baptiste Beaubien, who built there in 1817. In 
1837-39 the plat was dedicated to public use by the fedearal government as 
"Dearborn Park". It was the subject of a dispute when, prior to 1889 the 
decision was made to allow the public library to build there. 

With its irreplaceable, unique and artistic assets, and its place in the 
history of mid-America, the Central Library Building is clearly a national 
treasure which is deserving of recognition as a landmark in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
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The Central Building of the Chicago Public Library is a "landmark" in 
the sense that it is a distinctive historical building in a metropolitan 
commercial area and in a conspicous site. It is located at the northeast 
corner of Grant Park, Chicago's famous downtown lakefront park which 
forms a "cultural center" for the city, being circumscribed by some of 
the city's most notable cultural institutions: the Field Museum, the 
Shedd Aquarium, the Adler Planetarium, Roosevelt University, the Tine 
Arts Building, Orchestra Ball, and the world famed Art Institute of 
Chicago. The Library is the northernmost of these cultural assets. It 
is one of the great public libraries built in the late 19th century, and 
is comparable to the great New York and Boston libraries of the same 
period. 

The Library building is an important and historic aspect of the famous 
skyline of Michigan Avenue. It is one of the oldest remaining structures 
on the Avenue, and bing of low profile forms a welcome relief and a 
needed horizontal foil to the predominantly vertical aspect of the wall 
: of buildings west of Grant Park. It fits the scene appropriately, and 
is historic in that it was the first permanent home of the Chicago Public 
Library and has since served 75 years as the main library building in 
Chicago. 

The Library is a landmark in that it is old, monumental, familiar, 
beautiful and beloved, and it is of immeasurable sentimental value to 
the citizens of Chicago and to visitors from everywhere who have used 
the building and have admired its magnificent artistic assets. Its 
qualities of beauty, craftsmanship, and artisanry equal those of the 
finest monumental buildings abroad which American citizens travel thous- 
ands of miles to see. 

There is national significance in the unique, elegant, and irreplaceable 
mosaic and glasswork by the famed House of Tiffany, and its associates. 
These remarkable and exciting artistic displays adorn the south end 
Grand Staircase, Humanities Boom, and north end rotunda. The elaborate 
mosaic and cosmati has been described as "the largest and finest system 
of mosaics in the modern world." 

Basic design concept of the mosaics is attributed to Robert C. Spencer, 
an early associate of Frank Lloyd Wright. Execution of the great 
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During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a 
particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list according to the 
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being complete. 
If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly deduct from the Survey's task. 
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